Green crab 
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1. What do I look like?  I have 5 marginal “teeth” along the front of each side of my carapace.  You can count them!  My carapace color varies—On top, I can be dark green with yellow markings; If you turn me over, I can be bright red or yellow. If I am young, sometimes I can change color to blend into my surroundings!

2. Where do I live?  You may find me along beaches, mud flats, tidepools, and offshore.

3. How big am I? My carapace can be up to 3” across.

4. How do I move?  I walk sideways with my 4 pairs of legs.

5. What do I eat?   Soft-shell clams, oysters, mussels, and worms are my favorites.

6. Who are my predators?  I usually try to keep away from sea birds.

7. Who is in my family?  Lobsters, barnacles, shrimp, and hermit crabs

8. Interesting facts:  I arrived on these shores in the mid 1800’s when I was hitchhiking on a sailing ship. A lot of fishermen blamed me for damaging the soft shell clam industry.  I love clams—what can I say?
Rock crab PICTURE 
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1. What do I look like? I have 9 marginal “teeth” along the front of each side of my carapace, and I have 3 more marginal teeth in between my eye sockets.  My marginal teeth are more rounded than other crabs.  My carapace looks like a fan and the top can be orange-yellow with reddish/purplish spots.  If you turn me over I can be whitish/creamy yellow.  It may look like I dipped the ends of my pincers in black ink! 


2. Where do I live? You may find me in deep areas of the tidepool, under 
    rocks, and offshore down to 2,600 feet!

3. How big am I? My carapace can be 4.5” across.

4. How do I move?  I can walk sideways and backwards with 4 pairs of legs.

5. What do I eat?  I really like to eat live worms, detritus (dead plants & animals), and some other crabs.

6. Who are my predators? I like to avoid getting too close to fish, sea gulls, crabs, and people.

7. Who is in my family? Lobsters, barnacles, shrimp, and hermit crabs

8. Interesting fact- Lobstermen used to think I was so annoying because they I would try and steal their lobster bait. Now they think I’m a pretty good catch, so I guess I need to be careful when I’m taking that lobster bait!

Jonah crab 
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1. What do I look like?- Sometimes it’s hard to tell me apart from the rock crab because I also have 9 marginal “teeth” along the front of each side of my carapace, but my teeth are more jagged than the rock crab’s.  My claws can also be a bit more massive and my legs may be shorter than the rock crab.  My carapace is shaped like and oval and can be reddish-brown.

2. Where do I live? You can find me in deep areas of the tidepool and offshore   down to 2000 feet!

3. How big am I? My carapace can be 7” across.

4. How do I move? I walk sideways and backwards with 4 pairs of legs.

5. What do I eat? I love to dine on mussels, snails, barnacles, detritus (dead plants & animals), and other crabs.

6. Who are my predators? I’m lucky because I have such a hard shell.  I don’t need to really be afraid of anything except humans!

7. Who is in my family? Lobsters, barnacles, shrimp, and hermit crabs

8. Interesting fact:  Since I can grow back my claws (along with my other crab friends), fishermen will sometimes only take our claw and then put us back in the ocean.  This helps keep our populations up!

Asian shore crab 
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1. What do I look like?  I have 3 marginal “teeth” along the front of each side of my carapace.  My carapace is shaped more like a square and I have banded legs.  I can be green, purple, red, and dark orange.

2.  Where do I live? You can find me in deep areas of the tidepool and offshore.

3. How big am I?  My carapace can be 1.5” across

4. How do I move?  I walk sideways and backwards with 4 pairs of legs.

5. What do I eat?   I like to eat a lot of different things including salt marsh grass, algae, fish, snails, worms, mussels, clams, and oysters.

6. Who are my predators?  I usually try and stay away from rockfish, sea gulls, crabs, and people.

7. Who is in my family? Lobsters, barnacles, shrimp, and hermit crabs.

8. Interesting fact- I’m not originally from New England, but you’ll probably see me more than any other intertidal crab!  I first arrived in New Jersey in 1988 and I was well established in New England 10 years later.  Because I like to eat so many things, I compete with other native species for food.

Hermit crab (PICTURE)

1. What do I look like? I’m easy to tell apart from the other crabs because I like to live in empty mud snail, periwinkle, whelk, and moon snail shells.  If you see me out of a shell, you will see my curved abdomen that I use to “hook” inside my shell.

2. Where do I live? You’ll see me in shallow area of the tidepools and rocky ledges.

3. How big am I? With my shell, I may get to be the size of your fist.

4. How do I move? I walk with 2 pairs of legs and keep the other 2 pairs of legs inside the shell.

5. What do I eat? I usually dine on detritus (dead plants & animals).

6. Who are my predators? Believe it or not, I have to watch out for other hermit crabs, fish, and sea gulls.

7. Who is in my family? Lobsters, barnacles, shrimp, other crabs

8. Interesting fact:  Although we will fight each other for snail shells, we rarely (if ever) take a healthy snail out of its shell.  Sometimes, very tiny anemone-like creatures, known as “snail fur” will grow on our shells.

Horseshoe crab (PICTURE)

1. What do I look like?  I was named after the shape of my horseshoe-shaped carapace.  I have a spike-like tail that I use to dig into the sand and flip myself right side up if I ever get turned over by the waves.  Even though my tail looks pretty scary, I don’t have a stinger on the end of it.

2. Where do I live? You may find me along beaches, mud flats, tidepools, and offshore.

3. How big am I?  If I am a female, my carapace can be 2’ wide!

4. How do I move? I walk with 5 pairs of legs and propel myself in the water with my book gills.

5. What do I eat? I love to eat worms, clams, and detritus (dead plants & animals).

6. Who are my predators? I’m not afraid of most things, but I have to watch out for turtles, sea gulls, and sometimes sharks!

7. Who is in my family?  Spiders and scorpions.  I’m not a true crab!

8. Interesting fact- I have 10 legs and 10 eyes; 2 compound eyes on the top of my shell and 8 others on top, on the bottom and even one on my tail!  My ancestors were around almost 250 million years ago.  Some scientists think that we’ve been around for so long because we can go for a year without food.

Lobster (PICTURE)

9. What do I look like?  I have a large carapace (the main part of my body), a tail shaped like a fan, long antennae, 2 compound eyes on stalks, and 2 claws: one for crushing and a smaller one for cutting.  I can be many different colors depending on my diet or mutations.  Some colors include pink, blue, green, white, and orange.

10. Where do I live? You can find me on rocky bottoms or hiding in thick seaweed.

11. How big am I?  Some of us have been known to get up to 4 feet long, weighing up to 43 pounds, but most of the time we range from 1-2 feet.

12. How do I move?  I walk with 5 pairs of legs.

13. What do I eat? I like to eat mussels, clams, sea urchins, and fish. I’ve even been known to eat other lobsters!

14. Who are my predators? I definitely try to avoid humans!

15. Who is in my family?  Barnacles, shrimp, other crabs

16. Interesting fact: My crusher claw can be on the right or the left.  
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