BHOPAL—SHADOWS OF DEATH
(Thank you to Penny Nichols)

Mike Delaney 8/20/07
Shadows of death

Chemical gas

Last stolen breath

No peace at last

Seeps through Bhopal
One final night

Denser than air

Mutagen fright

Fumes perfume the breeze
Rain washes it down

Soil’s burden to bear

Dead company town

On peasant land

Toxic dirt drips

Water seeps out

Salvation slips

Safeguards unchecked

Bribes have been paid
Lucrative scam
Inspectors are swayed
All cautions forgot

Souls frozen in time

Lost battles unfought

Stark end of the line

<break AAB>

Secrecy veil

Corporate deceit

Survivors are scared

Victims of greed

Shadows of death

Chemical gas

Last stolen breath

No peace at last

Poverty left

Shadows of death
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(This song began in the Penny Nichols songwriting class at Week 2 SAMW 2207. It was inspired by a wrought iron sculpture of two figures holding hands and their shadows on the ground. It was made to raise money for the survivors of the Union Carbide Bhopal, India disaster.
From www.bhopal.org: On the night of Dec. 2nd and 3rd, 1984, a Union Carbide plant in Bhopal, India, began leaking 27 tons of the deadly gas methyl isocyanate. None of the six safety systems designed to contain such a leak were operational, allowing the gas to spread throughout the city of Bhopal.[1] Half a million people were exposed to the gas and 20,000 have died to date as a result of their exposure. More than 120,000 people still suffer from ailments caused by the accident and the subsequent pollution at the plant site. These ailments include blindness, extreme difficulty in breathing, and gynecological disorders. The site has never been properly cleaned up and it continues to poison the residents of Bhopal. In 1999, local groundwater and wellwater testing near the site of the accident revealed mercury at levels between 20,000 and 6 million times those expected. Cancer and brain-damage- and birth-defect-causing chemicals were found in the water; trichloroethene, a chemical that has been shown to impair fetal development, was found at levels 50 times higher than EPA safety limits.[2]Testing published in a 2002 report revealed poisons such as 1,3,5 trichlorobenzene, dichloromethane, chloroform, lead and mercury in the breast milk of nursing women.[3] In 2001, Michigan-based chemical corporation Dow Chemical purchased Union Carbide, thereby acquiring its assets and liabilities. However Dow Chemical has steadfastly refused to clean up the site, provide safe drinking water, compensate the victims, or disclose the composition of the gas leak, information that doctors could use to properly treat the victims.)
