Accomplished Amateur

Mike Delaney, 5/19/2001

(When Marilyn Rae Beyer featured at Java Jo’s Open Mic, she told my wife that I was “an accomplished amateur”.)

I sang with Cheryl Wheeler

And it was pretty neat

She was up on stage

And, well, I was in my seat

Yes, I have seen them all

Folded chairs for the very best

Or a parking lot attendant

At a summer fest
Chorus:

An accomplished amateur

Is all I’ll ever be

Just a little footnote

In folk music history

I may have a little talent

Or just think that I’m on fire

An accomplished amateur

Says Marilyn Rae Beyer

I co-wrote with Tom Paxton

Gave it everything I had

Wrote new words to his old song

And he told me, “not bad”

We agreed on royalties

I get a 50-50 split

But how much is half of nothing

From an unrecorded “hit” 

Chorus:

An accomplished amateur

One note short of a chord

Just a little folkie 

Trying not to book ignored

I may have a little talent

Or just think that I’m on fire

An accomplished amateur

Says Marilyn Rae Beyer

Bridge:

I am so self-centered

Have I gone on too long?

That’s quite enough about me

How do you like my song?

I’m a faithful regular

At this local open mic

And guess what, Marilyn shows up

To feature for the night

She say’s, “Hey Mike…

You’ve featured here before”

<Spoken> …and I’m thinking, 

Oooh, here it comes 

Some big gushing compliment

Like I bet you knocked ‘em dead

Or you probably owned the room

And then that cute little Marilyn giggle…

But she didn’t stroke my ego

She just lowered the boom

‘Cause she goes and asks me, Mike

“Where’s the Ladies Room?”

An accomplished amateur

Just looking for some fame

Hoping for some airplay

But my hopeless hopes are lame

I may have a little talent

Or just think that I’m on fire

An accomplished amateur

Says Marilyn Rae Beyer

