FOLK SINGER CONSULTANT

Mike Delaney, 12/2000

I hired a consultant to help me perform

Even folkies need some advice

It cost me dearly but I think it helped

So let’s see if he’s worth the price

Tune up before you go on the stage

Don’t dawdle or minds will stray

Some clever patter—no endless chatter

Then go for it—take it away!

Chorus:

Just shut up and sing us your song

Our patience is wearing thin

Skip the intro and belt it out

Now’s a good time to begin

Don’t make it long or you’ll be a bore

Three verses is quite enough

Don’t wear out a phrase or use tired clichés 

And please—no meaningless fluff

Don’t dress it up too fancy

Come on—it’s just a song

Even the best one is lacking

If it goes on for too long

Nobody cares how you got the idea

Or how hard it was to write 

Be sure to rehearse—or you’ll mess up a verse

And you’ll have a frustrating night

Chorus

Bridge

Don’t repeat the same phrase over and over

Don’t repeat the same phrase over and over

Don’t repeat the same phrase over and over

And over and over and over again, and again
If you try to put more and more and more 

…And even more words in a line

You’ll surely stumble and fall

Say more with less

‘Cause you just can’t say it all

Above all keep your focus

No excuses at the end

You are a pro—hide your ego

Then say “thank you” and bow to your friends

Chorus

